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[This Pampblet a was written on OP laſt ; * not 
a Printer was to be found, who would venture 
to publiſh it, for Fear of incurring the high 
Diſpleaſure of the Mob. Such is the Liber- 


ty of the Preſs in this Country of Freedom I] 
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Dr. L. S 's ADDRESS, &c. 


GEN T LEMEN, 


HAVE no Doubt but you have all read a 
Paper lately publiſhed, and addrefled to the 
Lord- Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Dub- 
lin, relative to a Bill (which has, happily for this 
Country, paſled into a Law) to prohibit, for ſome 
Time, the Exportation of Corn: And I cannot 
but hope it excited in your Minds that juſt Re- 
ſentment, which every Man of Senſe and Decency 
muſt feel, on reading a nonſenſical, ſeditious Per- 
formance, calculated merely to traduce the Pro- 
ceedings of Parliament, and to inflame the Po- 
pulace againſt their Repreſentatives, the proper, 
and faithful Guardians of their Rights and Liber- 


ties, 


War Effect this Pamphlet has had upon the 
lower Claſs of the People, our public Papers teſ- 
tify, which are filled with Addreſſes of Thanks to 
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its wretched Author ; though the Subject be ſuch 
as they could not poſſibly underſtand, even if it 
were poſlible for him to write intelligibly. 


I couLD not read, without ſome Degree of In- 
dignation, the proſtituted Praiſes of thoſe deluded 
People. I ſhould, however, haye ſuppreſſed my 
Feelings: His Majeſty, King CLayse, ſhould 
have enjoyed the affectionate Addreſſes of his faith- 
ful Commons, and ſhould have bleſt them, in Re- 
turn, with his moſt gracious Anſwers, unmoleſted 
by any Attempts of mine, to interrupt this noble 
Emulation of Sentiment, had I not. heard, b 
Chance, this very Morning, that the Guild of 
Merchants intended, as on Monday next, to take 
the Addreſs of this Monarch under Conſideration, 
in their Aſſembly: — This Report, I muſt own, 
alarmed me ; ad is the real Cauſe of this Appli- 


cation to you. 


Wulst a peſtilential Diſeaſe confines itſelf to 
Rats, Cats, Dogs, and Creatures of inferior Note, 
it paſſes unobſerved, or unregarded; but when it 
riſes above thoſe Bounds, and ſeizes Animals of a 
nobler Nature; we then begin to ſtartle at its Pro- 
greſs, and endeavour to avert its baneful Influence: 
— That Weavers, Saddlers, Painters, Turners, 
and Barbers ſhould be infected with this Poiſon, 
was naturally to be expected, and of no great Im- 
portance : But that it ſhould reach ſo reſpectable 


a Body, as the Merchants of this City, is a Mat- 


ter of ſuch /eri9us and public Concern, that I can- 
not avoid engaging in their Defence, and exert- 


ing my teeble Efforts to ſhield them from the 
Danger, 


I Have 
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I HAVE not fo poor an Opinion either of your 
Integrity, or your Judgment, as to ſuppoſe it 

oſſible for you to be perverted by this bungling 
Berndt ; but I wiſh to ſave you even from the 
Diſbonour of having Heſitated, for a Moment, whe- 
ther you ſhould give the Sanction of your Appro- 
bation to ſuch factious, unconſtitutional Proceed- 
ings. I ſhall, therefore, without attempting to an- 
{wer the Addreſs, (for v hat reaſonable Anſwer can 
be given to vague Declamation and ſenſeleſs Ri- 
baldry ?) endeavour to lay before you the true 
State of the Queſtion, to which it relates, and to 
explain to you, in the cleareſt and moſt arle/s 
Terms, the Nature of that Alteration, which, not- 
withſtanding the Clamour that has been raiſed a- 
gainſt it, appears to me ſo reaſonable in itſelf, fo 
harmleſs with Reſpect to any Conſequences which 
can poſſibly follow from it. | 


 WHenN this Matter was in Agitation in the H- 
of C-------s, I was ſurprized to find this excellent 
Bill, on which the Lives of Thouſands of my Fel- 
low-Subjects may depend, oppoſed, in every Pe- 
riod of its Progreſs, with ſuch unwearied Obſtinacy, 
and, at the ſame Time, with / little Force of 
Reaſon and Argument : For, though one Gentle- 
man inveighed againſt it wifi that Spirit and E- 
loquence, which would become a Roman, or a Bri- 
tiſh Senate, he confined himſelf ſo little to the 
Point in Queſtion, that Nothing which fell 
from him, or from any other of the Opponents to 
the Bill, deſerved to be called by the Name of 
Argument : ------ YOKE, ----- FAMINE, ------ 
SLAVERY, —-- UNCONSTITUTIONAL ---- 
INNOVATION, ----- and ſome invidious Terms 
of a like Nature, were bandied to and fro, in 


their 
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their ſeveral Declamations; ſupplying, not im- 
perfectly, it ſeems, the Place of Kea/on, 


By the HEADS of the Bill, as they paſſed the 
H - of C———s, a Power was veſted in 
the Chief Governors and Council of ſu/pending 
the Execution of this Law, when they ſhould 
think it adviſable; and, by a Clauſe added in 
Great-Pritain, this Power of Suſpenſion was like- 
wiſe extended to His Majeſty in Council.----The 
principal Objection to this additional Proviſo, was, 
that it introduced an Innovation, of a dangerous 
Tendency, and was an Inſult on the H-—— of 
Cs, and on the Nation. This, the Gen- 
tlemen in Oppoſition aſſerted, but did not attempt 
to prove; nor did they even inform us very. pre- 
eiſely where this Innovation lay: — I ſhall endea- 
vour, therefore, to point it out to you, by con- 
ſidering the ſeveral Circumſtances, which diſtin- 
guiſb that Bill from thoſe which uſually paſs, wirh- 
ous Objeftion. | 2 


Ax Alteration had been made in the Bill, 4277 
ter it was trauſmitted to Eręat- Britain. 


TAT, ſurely, was uo Iunouvatioun ---- Every 
Seſſion, fince the Revolution, affords us ſome Ex- 
ample of Bills paſſed, in our Parhaments, though 
they had been altered at the other Side of the 
Water ;-—- nor have I heard that a Bill has been 
rejefted, becauſe it was altered in England, unleſs 
the Alteration was of itſelf improper. 


This Bill veſts in His Majeſty a Power of 
ſupending the Execution of it. 


—— Tuls | 
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— Tuis may be a Singularity, but is no In- 
Rovation :; -- I can produce to you a Prece- 
dent, not taken from the Evil Times of Philip 
and Mary, but from the glorious and happy 
Reign of GEORGE the ſecond , by which you 
will find, that in 1731, the Parliament inveſted 
His Majeſty with a Power of ſuſpending the Ex- 
ecution, even of a Money-Bill.— In that Seſſion, 
a Tax of Four Shillings in the Pound: was laid on 


the Sallaries and Penſions of all Perſons who ſhould 


Be abſent from the Kingdom beyond a certain 


Time, except ſuch Perſons as His Majeſty ſhould 


pleaſe to exempt from that Tax, by an Order under 
his Sign t#annal 


Tur only material Difference between the Pre- 
cedent I have cited, and the Bill at preſent under 
our Contemplation, - is this : The former Law 
might be ſuſpended, by an Order under the Sign 
manual; whereas the Order for ſuipending this Act 
muſt be made by his Maj-ſty in Council: 
His Majefly in Council ! — Hinc ille Lachryme : 
Theſe are the fatal Words, which occaſion all 
our 'Terrours '---- Terrours ! which, if they have 
any real Exiſtence in the Minds of any, can only 
ariſe from an Ignorance of the Conſtitution of 
both theſe Kingdoms, unpardonable in Men who 
have a Share in the Legiſlature of either, 


To prove the 'T ruth of what I now advance; 
I ſhall point out to you a few of thoſe political 
Maxims, on which the Gentlemen, who oppoſe 
this Law, ſeem principally to rely! — They 
allert, JUTE 


Firſt; That the King and Council are the 
Executive Power of Great-Britain, 
] Secondly.; 


—— 7 
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Secondly; That the Lord e and Coun- 


| cil are x 4 Executive Power of this Kingdom. 


Thirdly ; (which follows, indeed, from the 0. 
ther two) that the Executive Powers in the tα ˙ 
Kingdoms are different. 


Fourthly ; That whenever it mall happen, that 
the two — have the ſame Executive Pow- 
er, the Conſequence muſt be that they will hag 
the ſame Legiſtative alſo, 


Fifthly ; That the Power of Fuſpending a * 
can be lodged only in the executive Power of the 
State, and that whenever the Power of /uſpending 
a Law is veſted in any Body of Men, W be- 
come, ipſo Fact, the executive Power. 


Tursz ſeveral Propalitioes are laid down: by 
the Author of the ADDRESS, as ſo many un- 
doubted Axioms, and were adopted, as ſuch, by all 
the Gentlemen who joined with him in oppoſing 
the Bill: Yet they are, every one of them, abſo- 
lutely falſe; and the two la of them * particulars 
ly ridiculous: T6 


Ir is eſtoviſliieg that Gentlemen of Senle and 
Literature ſhould be ignorant of ſuch eſſential 
Points; but their 3 e in ne 
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Council; whereas, in "Fac, It falls exmanely 
ſhort of it.— mT 
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Tlie Privy Counciſ of Zreland are a Control 
upon the Chief Governor: No public Act of his 
is valid, unleſs confirmed by a Majority of that 
Board. But the Council of Great-Britain are no 
Control upon His Majeſty: They are the Advi- 
ſers and the Witneſſes of His Actions; but their 
Soncurrence in them is no way neceſſdry; and e- 
very Order of the King. though made in Coun- 
cil, is as much ſolely and fingly the Act of His 
Majeſty; as if it were made by him in his Cloſer, 
and under his Sign manual. „ 11 


The Privy Council of England have no 
Share in the Executive Power of that King- 
dom: They are Sometimes; indeed, confidered 
as a Court of Judicature. In that Caſe; the Lord 
Preſident, not his Majeſty, preſides in the Coun- 
eil; and they act, as all other Courts of Juſ- 
tice do, by Virtue of tlie delegated Authority 
of the Crown: The ſame 7 be ſaid of the 
Lord Lieutenant and Council of Lreland. --- 
They have no Shate in the abſolute executive 
Power of this Kingdom; which; beth here and in 
Great-Britain, teſides ſolely in his Majeſty: They 
do but exerciſe ſuch Part of that Power as He 
thinks proper to delegate to them. It is true they 
are actually inyeſted with a Share of that Power: 
So are the Judges of our ſeveral Courts; ſo are 
the inferior Officers of Juſtice: But the conſtituti- 
onal exeeutive Power is veſted ſolely in His Ma- 
jelly. And the Privy Council of England, or 
the chief Governor and: Council of this Kingdom, 
have no better Claim to any Share in it, than the 
petty Conſtable of the meaneſt Barony, who derives 
his Authority from the ſame Fountain that they 
do. The ſupreme a Power of a Nation 
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can own no Superior, but the Legiſlative. It is 
abſurd, athereſore, to Tuppoſe that thoſe ſhould 
ſhare this Hower with his Majeſty, who owe 
their e to his Will and Fleafure. f 


* follows clearly l. from benee, ih | 
Firſt; That the Ki * are not the 
— Fou War- Britain. 


— That the chief erin \Coim- 
cil are not the-exeeutive Power of this 
a 

<< 3 30 111108, ryan 


Third That Las Powets in thavicd 


doms. are - not dieren, but the: /ame ; 
18 — both ela in his 
W e f 
;--» 30:20 1 In e? 13. Da YN 
Tuis laſt Propoſition is nam of, the moſt : 
Fatal ph zelt the Maxms'of theſe Gen- 
tlemen he yuſt, there an End of our Liberty! 
an End of our Parhaments 1 and we are ho more 
a Natiaa! for -our:.exeemive POwer iz the fame 
witly than of England, and, of Conrts; "our legi M- 2 
lative Rat ruſt aiſco wSlthiſarne b. Ho ey Pate, M 
1 eannot conceive fromm At Premiſſes they draw | 
this Concluſion : For, if the Zyphſb ſnould ever pre- 
tend to make Laws for us, becauſe the Ning of 
Great Hritui is the extoutive Powet 6f Frland; 
we hade juſt as good a Right to make Laws for | 
thera. becauſe our King of ireland is the executive 
Power: of :Grear-Britamy :'—- Depend upon it, 
that hen they form any ſerious Deſign of mak- 
ing Laws for uc, they will ſupport their Oppreſſion 
by much more forcible lis amen 00559 J 
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| om; in vhich it is aſſented, That, whenever the 


* Power of ſhſpending a Law is lodge in any Bo- 


dy of Men, they become, ipſo facto, the execu- 


tive Pqwer of the State. Fhis Propoſition is too 
ridiculous to be ſeriouſly! anſwered : If the 
Parliament: had veſted in You, Gentlemen, a 


he Power of ſuſpending the Exeeution of this Act, 


(and, from the many Opportunities you have of 


dom, with the Demands of the Inhabitants, I 
know no Body of Men more 
it with Propriety) would you from that Moment 
have erected yourſelves into the executive Power 
of the Kingdom? —- Had the Parliament lodged 
e 3 chat Power in the Lord Mayor of London, would 


Ireland? — The Abſurdity of this Suppoſition 
ſtrikes every Body at firſt Sight: — And can an 
Argument, which: appears - ſd rediculous, when 
applied to any other Body of Men, become ſeri- 
ous and weighty, when applied to the Council of 


Great-Britain 2 


2 Bur I have already proved, and, I think, be- 
art, yond all Poſſibility of Doubt, that this Act gives 

no Power whatſoever to the Exgli/þCouncil : And, 
as that is certainly the Caſe ; I appeal to every 
Man of Senfe and Diſcretion, whether it be not 
more proper, moſt: reſpectful to this Country, 
more deſirable in every Reſpect, that the Suſpen- 
A lion of this Law ſhould depend upon the Order 
of his Majefty, publickly made in the midſt of 
His Council, than upon a private Order, which 
He might ſign in his Cloſet ? | 


B2 Ir 


comparing the Quantity of Corn in the King- 


capable of executing 


he. from thence, become the executive Power of 
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Ir the Ports of Aeland could be opened for the 
Exportation of Corn, by ſuch a private Order, it 
is poſſible that Order might be obtained in a clan- 
deſtine Manner, by the Influence of a Favourite, 
bribed thereto by ſome intereſted Perſons. 
You have, many of you, in the Courſe of your Bu- 
ſineſs, ſuffered by Embargoes, laid on from ſuch 
private Motives ; : but there is no ſuch Danger 
to be apprehended, when the Order for ſuſpend- 
ing this Act is to be made by his Majeſty before 
the principal Perſons of His Britzſþ Subjects, who 
are at once the Witneſſes of His Canduct, and the 
Judges of the Propriety of it. 


We have the ſtrongeſt Waden to believe, that 
0 ſuch Order will ever be made, unleſs the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Engliſb ſhall require it; and, if 
they ſhould fl and in Need of our Aſfiſtance, GOD 
torbid that we ſhould be fo ungrateful's as to re- 
fuſe it to a People, who, in the Time of the great- 
eſt Scarcity, When they have prohibited the Ex- 
portation of their Grain to all other Parts of the 
World, have never failed to make an Exception 
in Favour of this Kingdom. 


We may alſo be aſſured, 1550 his Majeſty will 


not open our Ports for the Exportation of Grain; 


without prohibiting, at the ſame Time, the Ex- 
portation of Corn from Great-Britain : By which 


Means, we ſhall ſupply the People of ENGLAND 


only ; whercas, if this Law had been rejected, 
our Corn would be carried, through England, to 
every other Part of Europe, and we ſhould give 


Plenty to our Enemies, While we are ſtarving at 
Home, a 


Beſore 


. ns _ 
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Before 1 enncludk this Subject; I muſt? be 
candid enough to own that this Act does Intro- 
duce an Innovation, and one of a very material 
Nature: This is the ft Time that an Em- 
bargo has ever been laid on, in this Kingdom, by 
the Authority of the /r:/b Parliament : —— This 
is the firſt Time that His Majeſty ever delegated 
to his /ri/þ Subjects the Exerciſe of that undoubt- 
ed Branch of bis Prerogative : ---- He has indeed 
preſumed to reſerve to Himſelf a Liberty of reaſ- 
ſuming his Authority, when the Safety of his 
Engliſh Subjects ſhall require it.— By what Ar- 


guments People perſuade themſelves * this Re- 


ſervation is an Innovation dangerous to our Con- 


ſtitution, and an Inſult on the Nation, I cannot 


comprehend : But, of this I am confident, that 
the Rejecting the Bill i in Queſtion, for that Rea- 
ſon only, would have been the moſt wanton, un- 
provoked, unwarrantable Inſult on Majeſty, that 
Ever was offered to a Good Prince by any Houſe 


of Parliament. 


I hall trouble you with no further Obſervations 
on this Subject, and hope, for your own Sakes 
chiefly, that what I have ſaid may prove a ſuffici- 
ent ANTIDOTE againſt this ſeditious AD- 


' DRESS :---+--As for the wretched Author, I ſhall 


ſay Nothing of him-: The Abhorrence I feel for 
him, on Account of his public and private Con- 
duct, is ſoftened by the Conſideration of his diſ- 
treſſed Circumſtances, and his various Infirmities 
of lind and Body: Beſides, Experience ſhews us 
that, like a falſe 1 he thrives by Perſecu- 
tion; ard, though I wiſh him no Harm, I am 

not 
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